FIRST sSUNDAY OF
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

FEBRUARY 6,
2011

God of Mercy and Love we place our African American
Families before You today. May we be proud of our
history and never forget those who paid a great price for
our liberation. Bless us one by one and keep our hearts
and minds fixed on higher ground. Help us to live for
you and not for ourselves, and may we cherish and

proclaim the gift of life, Bless our parents, guardians and
grandparents, relatives and friends. Give us the a
grace to be the salt of the earth and the light of

world, Help us, as Your children, to live in such h ﬁ@ @ @ N E 5 g
the beauty and greatness of authentic love is HEEEE

in all that we say and do. Give a healing anoi
Precious Mame of Jesus, our Savior and Blessed

those less fortunate, especially the motherles
fatherless, the broken, the sick and the lonely.
Assurance. Amen. Holy Mary, Maother of Our Families,
pray for us.

departed family members and friends. May they be |
into the light of Your dwelling place where we
grow old, where we will share the fullness of red

and shout the victory for all eternity. This we aski

Prayer composed by NATIONAL
FR.JIM GOODE, OFM, DAY OF PRAYER
who in 1983 founded this National Day of Prayer FOR THE

for the African Americanand African Family. *t: : IAF Bl“"i:ﬁlnml LY
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BLESSED SACRAMENT SISTERS
FRANCISCAN HANDMAIDS OF MARY
HOLY FAMILY SISTERS
KMIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER AND LADIES AUXILIARY
NATICNAL AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLIC
FOUTH MINISTRY NETWORK

NATIONALASSOCIATION OF BLACK CATHOLIC ADMINISTRATOR
MATIONALEBLACK CATHOLIC APQSTOLATE FOR LIFE
NATIONAL BEACK CATHOLIC CLERGY CAUCUS
MATIOMNAL BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS
NATIONAL BLACK 5I5TERS' CONFERENCE
JBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE
QRDER OF FRIARS MINOR FROVINCE OF THE

IMMACULATE CONCEFTION
SQCIETY OF THE DIVINEWQRD
SOLID GROUND FRANCISCAN MBI S TRY
THE JOSEPHITES
USCCB SECRETARIAT FORCUEIYHAL BINERSTY IN THE CHURCH
BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION QFFICE

THIS DAY '-\“ “

WORSHIF together at the Eucharistic Taksle

and pray as a family on the Mational Day of

Prayer Tor the African Armerican arnd Adrican
armily.

Celebrate a meal together and tell yvour
FARILY STOCRY,

Set aside some time to read the
FAMILY BIBLE. Say a prayer ta the
Blessad Wirgin Mary, Mother of God,
for the needs of all families throughowut
the world.

Make a FAMILY RESOLUTEM mo matter b
big or small, on the Maticonal Day of Prayer for
the African Armerican and African Famiby,
Striver tor Tulfill that resaolution throughout the
WE A

Join in SOLIDARITY with our African sisters
and brothers im the Motherland, as we pray
foor theerir mecds and their Families.

FOR MOPFE INFORMATION VISIT:
www . solidgroundministry.com




mbrace this true truth. .. if vou dwell in the house of the
Lord, then "goodness and mercy will follow you all the days of
your life.” Somebody ought to say "victory™ and all of us cught to
get to somebody’s Church on Sunday!

Sunday, that's the day of thanking God for carrying you aver and
covering you with his grace and mercy. It was ance said that
when we walk into the house of the Lard and place our hands
into the holy water to make the sign of the cross it is to remem-
ber that Gad can still part the "Red Sea”of our lives'bringing us
safely through one week to another. Somebody ought to say
“victory” for God's goodness and mercy endures and will follow
us all the days af our lives (Psaim 2351 In fact, we ought to be
running to Church to worship eur God as often as we can
hecause our God is able and omnipotent!

Pope Benedict XVI speaks of the power of worship ... "Liturgy
testifies to the fact that something greater is taking place here

than can be brought about by any individual, community or

group of people. LiturgyWorship expresses the gift of joy, the
gift of participation in the cosmic drama of Christs Resurrection”
{The Feast af Faith by Pope Benedict XvI). Somebody ought to say...
“God's goodness and mercy endures and will follow us all the
days of our lives "{Paalm 23:6). Victory is ours for Christ has died,
Christ is risen and Christ will surely come again!




At least on Sunday, you ought to be in somebody’s Church
giving some face time to the God who can "make a way out of
no way." Ezekiel, the prophet was called by God to remind the
Israelite community about the sacredness of the Sabbath. God
spoke through the prophet... *l gave them my Sabbaths to be a
sign between me and them, to show that it was |, the Lord, who
made them holy *[Ezekie! 20:12). This takes the importance of
worship to yet another level- it's to sanctify us.“Jesus Christ
through the Eucharist opens the way to the impossible, to
communion between God and man, since he, the incarnate
Word, is this communion " (Pope Benedict ¥\i- Behold the Pierced One)
In other words, you've got to be in it {Church) to win it (salvation
through Jesus Christh Somebody ought to say ... "God's good-
ness and mercy endures and will follow us all the days of our
lives "iPsalm 23:6),

Sunday, is the traditional time when Our Families get together,
pray together and share together On this first Sunday of Black
Histary Month, let's worship together at the Eucharistic Table
and pray as a Family on the National Day of Prayer for African
American and African Families. Let's celebrate a meal together
and tell family stories remembering our ancestors and elders.
Let’s pray together and ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
God to sojourn with us in prayer for the needs of all our families
throughout the world. Let's make a Family Resolution no matter
how big or small to strengthen our Families. Why ... because
“God's goodness and mercy endures and will follow us all the
davs of our lives "(Psaim 23:6).
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